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Repentance 

Topic: General Confession !!! (Doctrine of Salvation) 
· Old Testament [Hebrew Text]: 
Psalm 63:1-5

Faithfulness
· New Testament [The Epistles]:  I Corinthians 10:13
Fellowship
· New Testament [The Gospels]: 
Luke 13:1-9

Freedom 
Repent or Perish

1 Now there were some present at that time who told Jesus about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices. 2 Jesus answered, "Do you think that these Galileans were worse sinners than all the other Galileans because they suffered this way? 3 I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish. 
4 Or those eighteen who died when the tower in Siloam fell on them--do you think they were more guilty than all the others living in Jerusalem? 5 I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish." 
6 Then he told this parable: "A man had a fig tree, planted in his vineyard, and he went to look for fruit on it, but did not find any. 7 So he said to the man who took care of the vineyard, 'For three years now I've been coming to look for fruit on this fig tree and haven't found any. Cut it down! Why should it use up the soil?' 8 "'Sir,' the man replied, 'leave it alone for one more year, and I'll dig around it and fertilize it. 9 If it bears fruit next year, fine! If not, then cut it down.'" Luke 13:1-9 (NIV)

Some have asked the question, “Why celebrate Lent”? There are many churches who do not celebrate the 40 days of Lent. This liturgical season is known as a time of prayer, repentance, and recommitment. It leads us to the celebration of Christ’s ultimate mission. This day is not Resurrection Sunday, but Good Friday. (Years ago, most companies would give employees the three hours 12:00 Noon – 3:00 p.m. off) Good Friday is what makes Resurrection Sunday possible. We cannot really embrace totally Resurrection Sunday without the suffering of Friday’s Cross-. There is no better way to honor this most Holy day than to repent. First, we want should examine our hearts and lives, and we might be led to cry out to God as David did: 
9 Hide your face from my sins and blot out all my iniquity. 
10 Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me. Psalms 51:9-10 (NIV)

We are blessed to have time each year for renewal and cleansing. However, for it to be as meaningful as possible, we must learn to do a least three things annually: 
1. We must acknowledge our own guilt and sinfulness; 
2. We must have an apprehension of God’s mercy in Christ; and 
3. We must have an actual hatred of sin and turn from it, to discover God’s true purpose for our lives. 

We are called each first Sunday to say the General Confession. I have added some comments; share with me some of yours. 








NAB
Prayer of General Confession
Who are we confessing to: 

Almighty God, Father (Acknowledging His position) of our Lord Jesus Christ, (Acknowledging His Love) Maker of all things, (Acknowledging His right) Judge of all men, (Acknowledging His Power) 

What we must do: 

We acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins and wickedness which we from time to time most grievously have committed by thought, word and deed against (Acknowledge that we are guilty) Your divine Majesty, (Acknowledge that God is sorrowful because of our behavior) provoking most justly Your wrath and indignation against us. (Acknowledge that we really have crossed the line)  We do earnestly repent and are heartily sorry for these our misdoings; (Acknowledge that we have been given a way out) the remembrance of them is grievous unto us. (Acknowledge that we should never forget God’s forgiving grace) Have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us, most merciful Father for Your Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake; (Acknowledge that Jesus is our only path to freedom from sin) 

Here are the rewards: 

forgive us all that is past, (Justification) and grant that we may ever hereafter serve and please You (Sanctification)  in newness of life, (Eternity)to the honor and glory of Your name, through Jesus Christ our Lord (Salvation), Amen.
Lesson: 

SUFFERING AND SIN (Luke 13:6-9)
     We have here references to two disasters about which we have no definite information and can only speculate. 

     First, there is the reference to the Galilaeans whom Pilate murdered in the middle of their sacrifices. As we have seen, Galilaeans were always liable to get involved in political trouble because they were a highly inflammable people. Just about this time Pilate had been involved in serious trouble. He had decided rightly that Jerusalem needed a new and improved water supply. He proposed to build it and, to finance it with certain Temple monies. It was a laudable object and a more than justifiable expenditure. But at the very idea of spending Temple monies like that, the Jews were up in arms. When the mobs gathered, Pilate instructed his soldiers to mingle with them, wearing cloaks over their battle dress for disguise. They were instructed to carry cudgels rather than swords. At a given signal they were to fall on the mob and disperse them. This was done, but the soldiers dealt with the mob with a violence far beyond their instructions and a considerable number of people lost their lives. Almost certainly Galilaeans would be involved in that. We know that Pilate and Herod were at enmity, and only became reconciled after Pilate had sent Jesus to Herod for trial (Lk 23:6-12). It may well be that it was this very incident which provoked that enmity. 

     As for the eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam fell, they are still more obscure. The King James Version uses the word sinners of them also; but, as the margin shows, it should be not sinners but debtors. Maybe we have a clue here. It has been suggested that they had actually taken work on Pilate's hated aqueducts. If so, any money they earned was due to God and should have been voluntarily handed over, because it had already been stolen from him; and it may well be that popular talk had declared that the tower had fallen on them because of the work they had consented to do. 

     But there is far more than an historical problem in this passage. The Jews rigidly connected sin and suffering. Eliphaz had long ago said to Job, "Who that was innocent ever perished?" (Job 4:7). This was a cruel and a heartbreaking doctrine, as Job knew well. And Jesus utterly denied it in the case of the individual. As we all know very well, it is often the greatest saints who have to suffer most. 

     But Jesus went on to say that if his hearers did not repent they too would perish. What did he mean? One thing is clear--he foresaw and foretold the destruction of Jerusalem, which happened in A.D. 70 (compare Lk 21:21-24). He knew well that if the Jews went on with their intrigues, their rebellions, their plottings, their political ambitions, they were simply going to commit national suicide; he knew that in the end Rome would step in and obliterate the nation; and that is precisely what happened. So what Jesus meant was that if the Jewish nation kept on seeking an earthly kingdom and rejecting the kingdom of God they could come to only one end. 

     To put the matter like that leaves, at first sight, a paradoxical situation. It means that we cannot say that individual suffering and sin are inevitably connected but we can say that national sin and suffering are so connected. The nation which chooses the wrong ways will in the end suffer for it. But the individual is in very different case. He is not an isolated unit. He is bound up in the bundle of life. Often he may object, and object violently, to the course his nation is taking; but when the consequence of that course comes, he cannot escape being involved in it. The individual is often caught up in a situation which he did not make; his suffering is often not his fault; but the nation is a unit and chooses its own policy and reaps the fruit of it. It is always dangerous to attribute human suffering to human sin; but always safe to say that the nation which rebels against God is on the way to disaster. 

GOSPEL OF THE OTHER CHANCE AND THREAT OF THE LAST CHANCE (Luke 13:6-9)

 

 

     Here is a parable at one and the same time lit by grace and close packed with warnings. 

     (i) The fig-tree occupied a specially favoured position. It was not unusual to see fig-trees, thorn-trees and apple-trees in vineyards. The soil was so shallow and poor that trees were grown wherever there was soil to grow them; but the fig-tree had a more than average chance; and it had not proved worthy of it. Repeatedly, directly and by implication, Jesus reminded men that they would be judged according to the opportunities they had. C. E. M. Joad once said, "We have the powers of gods and we use them like irresponsible schoolboys." Never was a generation entrusted with so much as ours and, therefore, never was a generation so answerable to God. 

     (ii) The parable teaches that uselessness invites disaster. It has been claimed that the whole process of evolution in this world is to produce useful things, and that what is useful will go on from strength to strength, while what is useless will be eliminated. The most searching question we can be asked is, "Of what use were you in this world?" 

     (iii) Further, the parable teaches that nothing which only takes out can survive. The fig-tree was drawing strength and sustenance from the soil; and in return was producing nothing. That was precisely its sin. In the last analysis, there are two kinds of people in this world--those who take out more than they put in, and those who put in more than they take out. 

     In one sense we are all in debt to life. We came into it at the peril of someone else's life; and we would never have survived without the care of those who loved us. We have inherited a Christian civilization and a freedom which we did not create. There is laid on us the duty of handing things on better than we found them. 

     "Die when I may," said Abraham Lincoln, "I want it said of me that I plucked a weed and planted a flower wherever I thought a flower would grow." Once a student was being shown bacteria under the microscope. He could actually see one generation of these microscopic living things being born and dying and another being born to take its place. He saw, as he had never seen before, how one generation succeeds another. "After what I have seen," he said, "I pledge myself never to be a weak link." 

     If we take that pledge we will fulfil the obligation of putting into life at least as much as we take out. 

     (iv) The parable tells us of the gospel of the second chance. A fig-tree normally takes three years to reach maturity. If it is not fruiting by that time it is not likely to fruit at all. But this fig-tree was given another chance. 

     It is always Jesus' way to give a man chance after chance. Peter and Mark and Paul would all gladly have witnessed to that. God is infinitely kind to the man who falls and rises again. 

     (v) But the parable also makes it quite clear that there is a final chance. If we refuse chance after chance, if God's appeal and challenge come again and again in vain, the day finally comes, not when God has shut us out, but when we by deliberate choice have shut ourselves out. God save us from that! 

—Barclay's Daily Study Bible (NT)[image: image1.png]
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